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Build a global hub to track 
funding for research and 
innovation 
The CoSAI study found that current reporting on 
innovation for agri-food systems is patchy and short on 
detail. It generally lacks clear statements of intention, 
progress and expenditure. 

A number of organizations already collect information 
on research and development funding, including 





The challenge: Agri-food 
systems in the Global South 
need to transform by 2030



Invest US$4 bn more per year 
on the path to zero hunger 

An additional US$4 bn each year on R&D, channeled 
through international public research institutions, national 
agricultural research and extension systems in the Global 
South, and the private sector, could see, by 2030:

�„ 	 The risk of hunger fall below 5% in East Asia, South 
	 Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean – in line with 
	 the FAO threshold for achieving SDG2.1. 

�„ 	 The risk of hunger fall to 11.8% in sub-Saharan Africa. 
	 While this is a strong reduction, it suggests that further 
	 investment, for instance in social protection, would be 

	





The evidence base on agri-food systems is growing exponentially. A 



The challenge: The evidence 
on agri-food systems is vast 
and scattered
We are entering a new era in agriculture, one that looks 
beyond a purely production-oriented veK toonded veK ofoks 
oks oks 
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Close the largest gap: 
Research on outcomes 
for people
People-oriented outcomes get little attention in the 
research literature. For the vast majority of interventions 
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The challenge: Transforming 
food systems requires 
effective and ef�cient 
instruments for research and 
innovation
Meeting the Sustainable Development Goals and 
international climate targets  will require major and rapid 
changes in agri-food systems. Research and innovation 
will be essential for making this transformation. 

However, there is concern that current research and 
innovation systems have not shown themselves to be 
effective or ef�cient at �nding appropriate solutions 
for the millions of small-scale farmers who dominate 
production systems in the Global South. Among the 
concerns now being raised are the need to co-create 
innovations with farmers and other end-users (or at 
minimum involve them) and to bundle innovations  in 
farming practice with innovations in �nance, policy and 
institutions. Traditional top-down agricultural research and 
extension systems are often not good at either of these. 

In response, a range of newer approaches and �nancial 
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Transformation is a journey, 
and innovation is a pathway 
Countries across the Global South are engaged in a 
search for routes to transformation in agri-food systems: 
innovations that spur fundamental shifts, for the betDeyins: 



National and local leadership 
drive transformations in Brazil
Brazil is one of the main producers and exporters of food 
in the world, and plays a similarly huge role in the search 
for more sustainable ways to produce food. The four cases 
showed how Brazilian innovations have evolved and been 
adapted to respond to major social, environmental and 
economic challenges through systemic and integrative 
approaches that combine institutional consolidation 
(particularly around public research corporation Embrapa), 
extension services and end-user participation. National 
government leadership5.573dxteone omisensiowas criartonal 



Good ideas spread along with 
innovative �nance in Kenya 
Kenya’s agricultural sector has a broad s1lrum ofth 



Investors in the agri-food sector need to reorient 
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Investors should develop credible systems to 
	 monitor investment impact and ensure no one is left 
	 behind , for example rural workers with little or no 
	 land. Badly- designed payments can 







Public and international 
development �nance must 
support Paying for Nature 
and Society 
Recent debates and reports have implied that private 
�nance might �ll  the huge global funding gap  in Paying 
for Nature. This is highly optimistic. Private operators 
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The double nutrition burden, 





Strengthen horizontal 
and vertical urban food 







Bri-GBorganization, knowledge exchn-Ge and practical support to CEA practitioners The self-organization of CEA practitioners into 



Develop sustainable, 
accessible CEA technologies 
for low and lower-middle 
income contexts 


