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Knowledge. Discovery. Creativity. Answers. Solutions. These are what we seek at Kansas State University — and more. That’s why Seek is a �tting name for our new magazine about the many facets of K-State and our quest to become a Top 50 public56 search university by 2025. 
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For students such as Kelly, these extensive experiences 
reach across the globe. Delores and Edgar Chambers 
have led several graduate student research study tours to 
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How a team of  
engineers and 
mannequins is  
improving comfort 
and safety for  
passengers in  
airplanes
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chair in engineering and professor of mechanical and 9

the6components we need to conduct it and then analyze 9

the6data from that6experiment so we can make6 rcom9

Boise State University and Rutgers Biomedical and 9

aeronautical  rsearch.9

The610,000 square-foot  rsearch lab was previously a 9

some of which sport magic marker eyes and mustaches.9

how much heat a person puts out when using a laptop or other rlec9



20 21Seek  

Kansas State University  
geoscientists explore 
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removing defects that can degrade ef�ciency. Another of his projects is generating ultraviolet light-emitting diodes, or UV LEDs, that can purify 

water or sterilize instruments with bacteria-destroying UV light. The.

years, and his work has brought him many publications and interna

But what’s most surprising about Edgar, professor and head of Kansas 

State University’s chemical engineering department, is his ability to help 

others think through problems. 

Former student Jason Schmidt puts it this way: “I owe him a lot as a 

wonderful mentor. Jim cares and sees the potential in everyone.”

Peng Lu, another of Edgar’s former students, said Edgar changed his life.

and made him who he is now.

Schmidt and Lu are founders of Nitride Solutions, a Wichita company 

that makes aluminum nitride, a high-value material with applications in 

power electronics, acoustic electronics and UV LEDs. The.company has 

 0 employees and boasts customers in Asia and the U.S.

Lu and Schmidt both worked in Edgar’s lab for several years in the early 

2000s. Lu obtained a doctorate in chemical engineering, and Schmidt 
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