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Proposal Basics

• Write to the reviewers (not to me and 
not to yourself)

• Your proposal will be judged by the 
reviewers

• Reviewers want to know four things:
–



Getting a Research Topic
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Finding a Home



CAREER Proposal Writing Workshop









CAREER Proposal Writing Workshop





CAREER Proposal Writing Workshop









CAREER Proposal Writing Workshop



Writing the Summary
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The Rest of Your Proposal

• The next 15 pages of your proposal give 
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Mentoring for Postdoctoral 
Researchers

•
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Intellectual Merit and 
Broader Impact 

Statements
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Education

• Undergraduate
– Curriculum
– Projects (REUs)

• Graduate 
– Curriculum
– Conferences
–
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Merit Review
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Breach of Ethics

•
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Sticky Issues

• You collaborate with a senior faculty 
person to write a proposal

• You get an award
• You later find that your collaborator 
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Supplements









CAREER Proposal Writing Workshop









Getting Involved



CAREER Proposal Writing Workshop

Be A Reviewer

• Proposal review is an important service 
to your community

• There’s no better way to see how the 
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