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maximizing the ISLC between blank screens, target, and
mask, by using black or white blank screens, should
increase any observable masking effects as the magnitude
of the luminance step is larger in these conditions.

2.2. Time course

In line with the findings of Crawford and Breit-
meyer and Kersey , we further predict that short ISls,
which produce swings in luminance in rapid succession,
should cause the most interference and demonstrate
stronger masking effects. Importantly, all of the above
predictions are based on previous research that used



category of target was equally often paired with each



t-Tests were performed to examine the effect of blank
screens (black, white, or mean luminance gray) at each
SOA on scene gist recognition performance. The luminance






screens) is weak whereas the effect of white blank screens
on scene masking is strong and temporally robust.
Furthermore, the flat performance slopes of both the
gray and white blank screens in Experiment 1 warrant
additional discussion. There are at least two possible
explanations for the lack of an effect for SOA in the gray
screen condition with 12 ms target/mask durations: (1)
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