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4.  �Evil represents the antithesis of order, peace, and stability 
(pure evil disrupts people’s quiet and orderly daily lives).

5.  �
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2. Pure good is about selfless help. In thinking about the 
definition of pure altruism, people do not only inten
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common limitations. First, these researchers generally did 
not create a large pool of items for each hypothesized BPE 
component. Second, two of the scales exhibited low internal 
consistency (�s = .68, .94, and .77, respectively). Third, each 
was tested using a fairly small sample (Ns < 148). Finally, the 
scales did not consistently correlate with other measures of 
intergroup aggression (if any attempt at convergent discrimi-
nation was conducted).

Thus, we made several improvementsiteg�op usiourdid consistence 1999eleesplicitentof 
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very strongly) scale to keep response scales parallel across 
studies.
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criminal rehabilitation and more opposition to severe crimi-
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Support for militarism. 

Participants completed two mea-
sures of support for military action assessing either pro-
voked or preemptive/unbridled aggression. First, they rated 
the extent to which they agreed with using armed force 
against Iran given 11 different scenarios of provocation (Vail 
& Motyl, 2010; � = .89). Second, they completed a more 
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difference score, subtracting the mean support for peaceful 
policies from the mean support for aggressive policies; thus, 
higher mean scores indicated greater preference for aggres-
sive solutions. Results showed that people scoring higher in 
BPE preferred more aggressive solutions, r = .21, p

http://religions.pewforum.org/affiliations
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of prosociality (e.g., greater support for peacemaking, 
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in the future). Second, these studies are limited in their gen-
eralizability beyond a student sample and self-report mea-
sures. Furthermore, generalizability is also limited by 
location; the samples from the current studies were all drawn 
from one Midwestern university, which is located relatively 
close (<20 miles) to a large military base. Students or stu-
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