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Executive summary 
Wheat is a major cereal and a staple crop in Africa, with increasing demand in Sub-Saharan Africa 

because of income growth, urbanization, and capacity for dietary diversity. Ethiopia is Sub-Saharan Africa’s 
largest grower of wheat, with an estimated area 1.7 million ha cultivated in 2013, producing 4.04 million 
tons of wheat. Despite this productivity, Ethiopia imports more than 1 million tonnes of wheat for 
domestic consumption, an equivalent amount of wheat to that 
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I. Introduction 
Wheat is one of the major cereals and a staple crop in Africa. Demand
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III. Result and discussion 
 
3.1 Socioeconomic factors 
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not arable or lying fallow. Land shortage is not unique to Ethiopia, and does impact on food security across 
sub-Saharan Africa (Jayne et al. 2010a, Christiaensen et al 2011). 

A small percentage of farmers (13 %) received food aid, with wheat flour and oil the main donations 
to recipients (88 % and 63 % respectively)
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(4 %) (Fig. 3). None of the respondents were educated beyond diploma level at time of survey (Fig. 3). 
On average households spent ETB 2091 per year on education for adults and children, or ETB 423 per 
child (N =179). 
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3.4 
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3.6  Post-harvest losses in wheat 

Post-harvest loss can occur at any stage 
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Table 9: Perceived severity of grain loss 
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Table 11: Factors affecting selection of control methods
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Losses during cleaning were estimated to be 2 % of the total wheat produced. The sampled farmers 
cleaned their grain by winnowing on the wind using lyda and fork. Strong winds caused grain loss during 
winnowing, blowing 
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Table 13: Post-harvest loss estimates (kg ha-
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