
Recreation on Levee Systems in Northeastern Kansas 



With differing opinions from property owners, local businesses, and residents, the City of 



4. Trail would have a safe pedestrian crossing at Seth Child road by passing under 
existing bridge on highway  

5. The existing railroad bridge would provide a pedestrian crossing to the south side of 
wildcat creek and then west under Seth Child road to the park and residential area  

6. This area has the potential of becoming a na



Several letters were submitted throughout the fall and summer of 1985 in both opposition and 



1. A trail such as has been described would provide an excellent access to property owner’s 
backdoors with small possibility of detection.  This would constitute an open invitation to 
thieves, etc.  

2. Can the city afford new projects of this type where there is apparently problems 
maintaining what we have now.  

3. There is enough commotion in our backyard now with unlimited bark



for an interview on April 10, 1985, which incl







materials, traffic guidelines, and conducting routine inspections on the levee to ensure structural 

stability. Erosion was also a concern for bank stability and many truckloads of rocks were hauled 

in and put on steep slopes of the levee to help prevent erosion and aid in stability. The US Army 

Corp of Engineers also have certain guidelines to meet when boat ramp plans are implemented or 

set forth. Not only were the federal guidelines tough to meet but also the environmental aspect of 

the design was a major challenge according to Mark Hacker who is the assistant director for the 

City of Lawrence. The city implemented a park into the trail that is called Riverfront Park which 



These are great examples of just a few of the many environmental concerns as well as safety 

concerns that had to be put into the designing and planning processes. 

c. Financial Involvement 

The main goal for the commissioners of Lawrence at the time the levee system was being built 

was to minimize costs and keep them as low as possible while maintaining a safe, wonderful 





and environmental impact assessment put the cost of redoing the levees at about $21 million, 

though it may be higher now because the cost of some construction materials has risen. Kansas 

Sen. Jerry Moran. Moran, a Republican, said Congress hasn’t passed a bill appropriating money 

for this type of project by the Army Corps of Engineers for several years, but that he would 





The selected plan includes recommendations for m



b. Environmental, Safety and Other Concerns 

The Topeka Feasibility Report consists of a main report, with a stand alone Environmental 

Assessment (EA), and appropriate appendices to both the main report and EA. There are no 

anticipated significant environmental, cultural or social impacts frsoeporttructionsistbothe no 



 Project Costs. Based on a 4.625 percent discount rate and a 50-year period of analysis, the total 

equivalent average annual costs of the project, including operation, maintenance, repair, 

replacement, and rehabilitation (OMRR&R), are estimated to be $1,168,100. 

 Operation, Maintenance, Repair, Rehabilitation, and Replacement (OMRR&R). Future 



I. Manhattan 

This project has taken a lot of time to get to this point.  They have had to secure permits from the 

Corps of Engineers on the levee portion and the improveme 6sos 



complete Linear Trail.  The first, to complete the continuous loop system, and second, proceed 

with implementation in a manner which coincides with the expected development for northeast 

and northwest Manhattan.  (Master Plan Report).   








