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IT WAS CLEAR
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alterity—is the true hallmark of indigenous
communities.

But if the terrain in which indigenous women
act is powerfully hybridized—which is to say that
their actions are in dialogue with multiple
discourses—the possibility exists that their
practices can simultaneously be strategies of
resistance and reproducers of disempowering
hegemonies. If so, how can an activist feminism
join such projects with any confidence? The
effort to reform the indigenist model through a
concept of hybridity simplifies neither the
descriptive nor the activist aspirations of
feminist anthropology. This is a call to develop
more subtle analytical tools with which to
describe and engage these communities as
feminists.

Over the past twenty years feminist anthropolo-
gists have made strides towards accommodating
the concept of hybridity. In particular, the
deconstruction of ‘women’ as a singular
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FOR MONI
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studies. Even so, the fact that seemingly resistant
acts can also serve forms of domination that are
directly subversive to the goals of actors begs one
to consider abandoning the category altogether.
Most feminist anthropologists have been loath
to come to this conclusion and instead seem
content, like Ortner (1994), to call resistance “a
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Editor’s Report
As the current editor of Voices, I feel I must
apologize to each of you, the members of AFA,
for the lateness of this issue. The fault for the
lateness of this issue lies entirely with me, and
not with any other officer of AFA, nor with
anyone else at the AAA. The reasons are
personal, rather than anthropological, but let’s
just say that internationally adopting a 10 year
old boy has proven to be like so many of our
fieldwork endeavors — a bumpy ride into the
great unknown, filled with laughter and tears.

Having made that apology, I must also say that
there is something serendipitous to the delay.
For if this issue of Voices had come out according
to the old schedule (May 2001) or even in line
with our new schedule (September 2001 — more
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The Impoverishment of
Women
Over the past three decades feminist
anthropology has flourished across the sub-
fields of anthropology. Our theories and
methodologies are diverse. Our substantive
interests range broadly over historical and
contemporary aspects of human life and culture
and of the relationship of humans to other
living things on the planet and beyond. Our
epistemologies are critical; our approaches to
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the topic of policy change. The goal of the two
women attorneys seemed to be to inform me
our policies work just fine, as in “they meet the
letter of the law.” My goal was to tell them the
policies do not work for women.

I’m not sure why such bright women do not
acknowledge (perceive?) the problems most
women face. I used to think Phyllis Schlafly and
her ilk were motivated by simple “survival of the
fittest” fear. They saw as clearly as feminists that
women live their lives in institutionalized
economic and physical jeopardy; but instead of
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of some of the violence and is so positively
framed that it can suit even the public relations
office? However, even some of my best friends
have doubts about trying to practice nonviolence
on a campus. “It’s “too 60s,” it “sounds like
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Claims to Knowledge, “Dr.
Laura,” and the Contestation for
Marriage Rights1

Anthropologists are frequently called to
intercede in global human rights cases, where
our status as culture “experts” give us legitimacy
in speaking out against violence and
discrimination. Within the United States our
voices are much more muted when it comes to
addressing current social ills. At my university
journalists have interviewed my colleagues in
sociology and psychology on issues such as
domestic violence and child abuse. I have been
asked to comment on “The Three Stooges, the
Movie” and on gift-giving around the holidays,
but the local mainstream press has not beaten
down my door to get comments on lesbian and
gay rights, same-sex marriage, or the Vermont
Civil Unions legislation, despite the relevance
of my research to those topics.
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the current debates about lesbian and gay rights
and same-sex marriages. In Hawaii local media
efforts to simplify the same-sex marriage issue
led to the construction of two sides: “gay rights”
advocates vs. religious conservatives.

Those groups supporting the same-sex marriage
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Feminist Anthropology
and Public Health

Public health, including women’s issues, is an
area of social, public and political concern
where an anthropological perspective is
particularly relevant. A focus on local knowledge
and meaning is critical in identifying important
health issues, formulating research questions,
understanding barriers to addressing these
issues, as well as identifying community
strengths that could be significant assets in
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The meaning of “reproductive rights” itself is
context dependent. The availability and use
of reproductive technologies varies greatly,
depending on historical, social, political, and
economic factors. Additionally, women may
have different reproductive health concerns
at different times in their lives. For a white
middle class woman in the US, reproductive
rights may consist of accessible contraception
and abortion while a single mother receiving
welfare assistc ts mabiveequiKar5?ed tond usg”]T;fT…fNorpla?enasle e cont898)ON?aceptivn ior””8KOd8)etove
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project in which I participate. Any attempt to
address women’s health issues must recognize
the importance of social, cultural, and
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