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K-State will become a new kind of land-grant university to serve a changing world 
and thrive in an uncharted future. 

Kansas State University is one of the nation’s most storied 
higher education institutions.

In 1863, shortly after Congress adopted the Morrill Act, 
K-State became the first operational land-grant university in 
the U.S. — leading the way for the more than 100 land grants 
that followed. Land grants like K-State were established to 
expand educational opportunities for the working class and 
served a key role in helping to create and sustain the middle 
class in every state. In the 160 years since, K-State has worked 
to deliver on that mandate, empowering Kansas residents and 
all who seek an education at K-State with the knowledge they 
need to be successful, engaging in groundbreaking discovery 
and innovation and serving the state through community 
engagement and Kansas State Research and Extension.

Today, K-State once again finds itself in a position to 
define the future of land-grant universities.

However, the world around K-State today is a far different 
place. For generations, a college education has provided a 
clear path to a career, but the value of that path has become 
uncertain to some in recent years. The world has started to 
confuse education with intelligence, degrees with guarantees 

and advantage with success. There is arguably no better time 
for higher education to both communicate and deliver clear 
value to all those it serves. And there is inarguably no type 
of higher education institution more well positioned to help 
chart a path to a brighter future for our world than land grants 
— starting with the nation’s first.

K-State will lead the way as a next-generation land-
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In January 2023, K-State adopted six themes as a framework 
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We must transform how we carry out our research mission in an integrated, interdisciplinary way — from our focus areas and 
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