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The Historical Context . . . .  
• 1932 
 
•









Golden Age of Radio 
• In 1932, 60% of homes have radios.  
 
• February 15th



The Public Enemy Era 
• In 1930, Frank J. Loesch founder of the Chicago 









Enter: The Brothers Young 

• The Young brothers — Paul, 
Jennings and Harry — were the 



The Young Brothers – Early Crimes 

• Their first burglaries took place in Oklahoma. 

• Though poor, they drove a 1918 Ford (right), 
drawing attention.  

• In Missouri, they burglarized hardware stores in 
Ozark and Nixa in 1918.  

•





Grand Theft Auto 
• By the late 1920s, Jennings and Harry 

had formed an auto theft ring.  







The Sisters’ Mistake 

• On Dec. 31, 1931, the boys’ sisters Lorena and 
Vinita Young (right) drive to Springfield to sell a car.  















Springfield Newspaper Covers the Massacre









After the Massacre  

• The Young home sits in 
eerie stillness following 
the shootout. 

 
• Crowds gather at the scene 

to gawk at the grounds. 





Springfield Newspaper Covers the Manhunt 



Springfield Newspaper Covers the Manhunt 















A Forgotten Crime 
 
• As the Young Brothers’ crimes took 

place among the Southern rural, poor–





A Contested Burial 
•



One Dead, One Dying cast member Jyck Green (Harry 
Young) visits the brothers’ final resting place in Joplin. 








