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changes in six situational dimensions: cause, character, goal,
time, objects, and space. Zacks et al. (2009
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segmentation theory, which incorporates such a global mech-
anism, proposes that when a change occurs and an event



changed dimension of the situation model has been updated,
which would be incremental updating.

Attention to situational dimensions may affect both
when situation model updating happens and what is up-
dated—that is, whether incremental or global updating



on the probed dimension relative to shifts on the other
dimension. If global updating occurs, one would expect






The Attention Group % Probe Type x Updating Condition
interaction was also significant, F(4, 7454) = 2.59, p = .035.






character shifts influenced situation model processing
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Table 1 (continued)

SENTENCE WITH
PROBE PHRASE
FILLER SENTENCE 1
FILLER SENTENCE 2
FILLER SENTENCE 3

Kathy was glad she was so much more organized than her husband.

She pulled out the list and passed the box to her husband to put in the car.
She quickly scanned the list and, satisfied, put it into her pocket.
BThat’s everything from out here—I’1l go get the Kids,
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