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event boundaries (Newtson & Engquist, 1976; Schwan
et al., 2000). Editing movies by deleting intervals containing
event boundaries impairs memory for the movies more
than deleting intervals between event boundaries (Schwan
& Garsoffky, 2004). Similarly, inserting commercial breaks
or pauses into films at event boundaries can improve
memory, and inserting such breaks between event bound-
aries can impair memory (Boltz, 1992; Schwan et al.,
2000).

Recent work has shown that long-term associations are
stronger within than between events. In particular, cued
recall of target information from a narrative is better if
the cue and target come from the same event, compared
to when the cue and target come from different events (Ez-
zyat & Davachi, 2011). Consistent with this finding, mem-
ory for details viewed 5 s before testing was reduced if an
event boundary occurred during the interval between the





factors included in the current study and why they were
chosen.

Working memory (WM) supports the capacity to main-
tain information in an activated state and manipulate it.
The perception and segmentation of even the simplest



fine event boundaries, participants were asked to identify







test for mediation did not approach significance (z0 = .25,
p > 0.05). However, segmentation ability fully mediated
the relationship between event duration and event mem-
ory: r dropped from �





All possible paths in this model were tested, but only
paths with significant (p < .05) coefficients are shown.
The full model showing all path coefficients is available
in the Supplementary materials available online.

To test for age-related differences in the predictors of
event recall, we estimated separate models for younger
and older adults, again splitting at 50 years old. Model fit
was good,



3.2. Regression analyses





memory. Knowledge regarding what typically happens
during the making of breakfast, for example, might inde-
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