











Chapter 2: Purpose of CAT Communities

Who We Are

Connecting Across Topics (CAT) Communities are learning communities speci cally designed for rst-year students. We believe
these communities are an excellent way for students to connect with other students and faculty from the beginning of their
K-State experience.

CAT Communities are designed around student interests, and they o er mentoring from a professor and an advanced
undergraduate Learning Assistant who shares the students’ interests. Students may also enroll in residential or study abroad
communities, which o er extended learning opportunities outside the classroom.

How They Work

A group of 22 students enroll in two general education courses and one connections course together during the fall semester.



CAT Community Philosophy



Student Learning Outcomes












Funding



Creating Community and Engaging Students

Research demonstrates that students learn best in an environment where they feel connected with those around them and are
asked to become co-constructors of their learning through active classroom engagement. Here are some ideas for creating
classroom community and designing active learning experiences.

Consider seating arrangements:





















Chapter 4. Working with a Learning Assistant

What is a Learning Assistant?
The Learning Assistant is a peer mentor for the rst-year students in your CAT Community. As a fellow student who is acquainted






Five Ways to Maximize your LA Relationship

1. Communicate often. Research and interviews with former LAs suggest that frequent communication between instructors and
Learning Assistants leads to LA success. Once your LA is hired, establish clear and open lines of communication as early as possible.



Topics for Discussion: CAT Community Faculty and Learning Assistants









GENERAL TIMELINE






