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Proposed Change in University Handbook 
(approved by Faculty Senate 10-11-05) 

 
 
Background 
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 Guidelines for assessing spoken English language competency 
 
General features of speech to assess: 
 
Vocabulary/Grammar/Fluency 
Loudness/Rapidity of Speech 
Enunciation 
Clarity of Expression 
Skill in Explaining Concepts 
 
A score of 50 or better on the SPEAK test is necessary to demonstrate spoken English competency.  The following 
are features on the SPEAK test that correspond to scores of 50 and scores of 60. 
 
Score of 50: 
 
Speaker exhibits the following traits with regard to selection of vocabulary, control of grammatical structure, accurate 
pronunciation, and delivery: 
 

• Errors are not unusual, but rarely major 
• Accent may be slightly distracting 
• There is some range in grammatical structure a


