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This new interdisciplinary research program is a collaborative effort with the Department of 
Communication Studies, the Staley School of Leadership Studies, the Department of Communications 
and Agricultural Education, and the Institute for Civic Discourse and Democracy (ICDD). These units 
operate within the College of Arts and Sciences, 
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either somewhat important, important, or extreme i t h e r  s o m e w h a t  i m p o r t a n t ,  i m p o r t a n t ,  o r  e x t r e m l m
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7.�� Faculty��Profile�� The��interdisciplinary��faculty��include��members��of��Communication��
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GEOG 801- Qualitative and Mixed Methods       Credits: (3) 

PLAN 803- Community Research Methods        Credits: (3) 

POLSC 900- Advanced Research Methods I       Credits: (3) 

POLSC 901- Advanced Research Methods II       Credits: (3) 

PSYCH 802- Psychological Research Design and Analysis I      Credits: (3) 

PSYCH 805- Psychological Research Design and Analysis II      Credits: (3) 

SOCIO 824- Qualitative Methodology        Credits: (3) 

SOCIO 825- Quantitative Methodology        Credits: (3) 

SOCIO 822- Introduction Methods of Social Analysis      Credits: (3) 

   

Beyond the core and methods courses, students must complete an additional 30 credit hours. A minimum of 15 credit hours 
must be from dissertation research hou
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Partial direct assessment: post-course forms.  Following each core course of the Ph.D. program, the 
instructor(s) will complete an Excel spreadsheet of post-course direct assessment forms.  The spreadsheet 
contains a separate worksheet for each learning outcome of the program.  For each SLO that is a primary focus 
of the course (see table above), the instructor will complete a table that asks for both quantitative and qualitative 
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Indirect Measures: 
 
Longitudinal.  As opposed to direct measures, indirect assessment tools use self-reported perceptions (students’, 
faculty members’, or community partners’), meta-dat
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identifying information will be linked to surveys to track students’ progress longitudinally throughout the 
program. 

 

Post-course, the instructor will also provide indirect survey data.  The Excel sheet on which core course 
instructors will be asked to report progress on SLOs will also have some overall questions regarding the 
instructors’ perceptions of student learning.  This will be the last worksheet of the Excel spreadsheet. 

 

Community Partners.  Because this program relies on close collaboration with diverse publics, including NGOs, 
political stakeholders, businesses, and citizen groups, it is important to obtain these parties’ perspectives on the 
program’s students’ academic progress.  At the same time, the program does not wish to place more of an 
imposition on those outside of Kansas State who are willing to work with our students to make progress on 
pertinent issues.  Therefore, a short survey instrument will be distributed to any community partners who work 
with our students.  Questions will be
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�x Direct assessment of any applicable Community Engaged Scholarship and dissertations completed in 
the past semester.  Assessment will be completed 
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Doctorate of Philosophy in Leadership Communication 
Agreement of Support 

 
The doctoral program in Leadership Communication is an interdisciplinary program proposed by 
Communication Studies, the Staley School of Leadership Studies, and Communications and 
Agricultural Education, which are in the Colleges of Arts and Sciences, Education/Office of the 
Provost, and Agriculture respectively.  
 
The agreement of support is required as part of the interdisciplinary graduate program approval 
process. This document outlines the intention to commit resources to support the implementation of 
this program if it is approved. 
 
The intention of this program is to build upon existing resources and courses offered across the 
university. Only six new courses are proposed for 




