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Attachment 1 
Undergraduate Degree Proposal: 

Add: Bachelor of Arts /Bachelor of Science 
(Drop: Secondary Major) 

 
American Ethnic Studies Program 

Kansas State University 
 

Basic Program Information 
 

1.  Proposing Institution:  Kansas State University 
2.  Title of Proposed Program:  American Ethnic Studies 
3.  Degree to be offered:   Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Science 
4.  Anticipated date of implementation: Fall 2009 
5.  Responsible department or unit: College of Arts and Sciences 
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intellectual mastery to include diverse learning perspectives and the importance of gaining an increased 
capacity for tolerance, respect and the ability to learn from others. 
 
Kansas State University’s own mission and strategic planning process demonstrate a core commitment to 
multiculturalism.  According to the published mission statement, Kansas State University “embraces 
diversity, encourages engagement, and is committed to the discovery of knowledge,” elements central to this 
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completing a major in the area would have been beneficial in accomplishing their career goals. All alumni 
and current students reported being better prepared to work in a global society. 
 
With the creation of a Bachelor’s of Arts and Science degree, American Ethnic Studies will attract a higher 
caliber of students who recognize the importance of race and ethnicity as they enter the fields of law, 
education, medicine, public health, social work, jour



4 
 

There are also a variety of gGuatarend professional 
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• develop skills in oral and written communication.  

• develop appropriate skills in research design, info
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5c.  Program faculty 

 
The American Ethnic Studies undergraduate degree approval requires no additional costs or requirements in 
terms of faculty.  The program has the faculty to teach core, ethnic specific and elective courses.  All are 
either academically qualified in their respective fields of study, or professionally qualified through their 
teaching, research and experience in race/ethnicity and diversity.   
 
The American Ethnic Studies Program currently has approximately thirty-three faculty representing five 
colleges, (i.e. Arts and Science, Education, Human Ecology, Agriculture, Architecture and Planning) and 
seventeen academic disciplines, ranging froisci[ diveel
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• Kurt Gartner, Ph.D. Associate Professor (Music) 
• Wayne Goins, Ph.D. Associate Professor (Music) 
• David Griffin, Ph.D. Associate Professor (Education) 
• Leslie Hannah, Ph.D. Associate Professor (English/Salina Campus) 
• Michelle Janette, Ph.D. Associate Professor (English) 
• Tiffany Kershner, Ph.D. Assistant Professor (Anthropology) 
• Maria Martinez-Ortiz, Ph.D. Assistant Professor (Modern Languages) 
• Salvador Oropesa, Ph.D. Professor (Modern Languages) 
• 

• 

• 
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access to technology classrooms for American Ethnic Studies courses that depend on a broad variety of 
teaching materials, often drawn from non-traditional, cutting-edge sources 
 

5f. Program review, assessment and accreditation 
 
The American Ethnic Studies Program has developed a comprehensive student learning assessment plan. 
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other regent’s institution that offers 
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The following are some examples of areas of study on which students 
can focus:  

• Social issues that affect racial groups (e.g. racial inequalities 
on health or education)  

• The study of cultural production or cultural representations of 
particular racial groups  

• The history of particular racial and ethnic groups  

• U.S. based historical or subject-oriented comparisons of racial 
groups  

• The study of comparative process of racialization  

• The formation and history of diasporas and/or transnational 
communities  

 
All core American Ethnic Studies faculty attend faculty development 
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• Diana Caldwell (American Ethnic Studies) 
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8. Student Profile 

 
Students who apply to major in American ethnic studies must fill out a 
Change of Curriculum form and be admitted to the College of Arts and 
Sciences.  As of September 2008, there are approximately 100 students in 
the American Ethnic Studies program. While our students come from a 
wide variety of disciplines, there are several important characteristics of 
students participating in the program. 
 
Among the Kansas State University colleges, 

• 61.8% of our students come from Arts and Sciences, 
• 11.8% from Education,  
• 8.8% from Human Ecology, 
• 8.8% from Business, 
• 



17 
 

Ethnic Studies will attract a higher caliber of students who recognize the 
importance of race and ethnicity as they enter the fields of law, education, 
medicine, public health, social work, 
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• Appreciation for those who are different from themselves. 
• Ability to empathize with another person’s cultural perspective. 

 
(3) Skills – behaviors and performance tasks needed to live and work in an 
increasingly interconnected world. 

• Verbal and nonverbal communication skills in interaction with 
those who are culturally different from themselves. 

• Ability to work effectively in culturally diverse groups toward a 
common goals. 

• Ability to listen effectively. 
• Ability to apply conflict resolution skills in multicultural dyads 

and groups. 
• Ability to apply critical thinking skills. 
• Ability to speak and write in more than one language. 
• Leadership skills in multicultural settings that reflect concern for 
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Curriculum Outline 
Kansas State University 

American Ethnic Studies New Degree Proposal 
 
I. Identify the new degree: 
 Bachelor of Arts – American Ethnic Studies 
 Bachelor of Science - American Ethnic Studies 
 

II. Provide courses required for each student in the major: 
 

    Course Name & Number     Credit 
Hours 
 

Core Courses:  AMETH 160 Intro to American Ethnic Studies   3 
    AMETH 449 Comparative Ethnic Studies I    3 
    AMETH 450 Comparative Ethnic Studies II    3 
 

Electives:   ETHNIC SPECIFIC COURSES (6 credit hours) 
 

    AMETH 451 African American Perspectives   3 
    AMETH 452 American Indian Perspectives    3 
    AMETH 453 Latino/Latina Perspectives    3 
    AMETH 454 Asian American Perspectives    3 
    ANTH 570 North American Archaeology    3 
    ANTH 630 North American Indians     3 
    ENGL 386 African American Literatures    3 
    ENGL 387 American Indian Literatures    3 
    ENGL 388e Tw
s*
[(8 )2750(Am)8.1(erican6)2750(Lit4ratures )1500(   3 )]TJ9  3 
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  AMERICAN ETHNIC STUDIES ELECTIVES (6 credit hours continued) 
     

    EDCI 742 ESL/Dual Language Assessment    3 
    EDCI 745 ESL/Dual Language Assessment    3 
    EDCI 746 ESL/Dual Language Secondary Program   3 
    EDCI 755 Multicultural Issues in Teaching    3 
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  AMERICAN ETHNIC STUDIES ELECTIVE
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Fiscal Summary for Proposed Academic Programs  
 
 

IMPLEMENTATION YEAR FY 2009-2010  
 
 

 
Institution: Kansas State University                Proposed Program: American Ethnic Studies 
 
 


