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When a course is tagged for two K-State 8 areas, the student may count that course toward both 
areas.  However – to repeat – the Task Force strongly recommends that students be advised to 
enroll in a sufficient variety of courses and experiences to offer them a genuine breadth of 
perspective.   
  
Changing Majors, Adding/Removing Minors or Changing Programs of Study 
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Ethical Reasoning and Responsibility  

Courses and experiences in ethical reasoning and responsibility s
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¶ understand major concepts and facts related to the study of living systems and the  
physical universe;  

¶ apply scientific facts and ideas to real-world problems; and  
¶ develop a beginning understanding of social, practical, and ethical significance of  

scientific knowledge and theory as well as their applications through technology.  

Rationale: Scientific advances affect our lives in powerful ways, from the development of 
medical advances that extend the quality and length of human life to the creation of new energy 
sources that reduce pollution. Students must learn our current understanding of the natural and 
physical sciences. Students also should understand that views of the natural and physical world 
change with developments in science and experimental technologies. An undergraduate 
education should ask that students examine the relationship of science to society, to historical 
developments, to our understanding of truth, to ethical dilemmas, to creativity and innovation, to 
broad implications and sustainability and to understandings of the meaning of life and the 
cosmos.  

Social Sciences  
   
Courses and experiences in social sciences emphasize how individuals, families, groups, 
institutions, governments and societies behave and influence one another and the natural 
environment. Students are exposed to appropriate methods used to analyze and understand 
interactions of various social factors that influence behavior at these multiple levels. For 
example, courses and experiences in this area could facilitate students learning to:  

¶ explore ways in which individuals, groups, institutions, governments and/or societies 
behave and influence one another;  

¶ exhibit an understanding of the various social factors that influence behavior at multiple 
levels of human interaction; and  

¶ identify and describe appropriate systematic and scientific strategies to examine current 
social issues and problems.  

Rationale: Educated individuals can identify the difference between rigorous, systematic 
thinking and uncritical thinking about social phenomena. The reciprocal relationships between 
human behavior and social environments must be examined in order to responsibly encourage 
behaviors that will maintain and/or achieve health and well-being for individuals, families, 
groups, societies, nations and the global community.  

 
 


