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Chronic exposure to respiratory hazards may create an 

illness that develops over many months or years. This type 

of respiratory injury usually results from repeated exposure 

to low concentrations of a contaminant without the use of 

a respirator. In other cases of illness, the effect of a 

respiratory hazard may be acute, meaning the effect occurs 

immediately or very soon after exposure to a high 

concentration of a contaminant. 

How does OSHA classify and regulate for airborne 

contaminates? OSHA defines an atmosphere that poses an 

https://hsi.com/course-library/safety-compliance/osha/respiratory-protection
https://otis.osmanager4.com/KSU

