
science, realism and sentimentalism emerged in nineteenth-century as two
of the most popular and enduring styles in American literary history. Their
critical reputations have waxed and waned from the advent of modernism
and its successor, postmodernism, but realism and sentimentalism remain
beloved and widespread throughout contemporary literature, entertainment,
and the arts. At the heart of both of these genres are fascinating questions about mimesis, emotion,
politics, class, race, and gender.

This course examines some of the key sentimental and realistic texts from the eighteenth century to the
present, and the reading will inclusStowaceRowson, JacobassHowallassSteinbecknt, anWr eig. T ths courhe

among academic and popular audiences.
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•

 

Explain to others the meaning, significance, and value of specific realist and sentimental texts.
• Demonstrate a familiarity with literary criticism and theory on realist and sentimental literature in

the United States.
• Demonstrate an understanding of the key concepts and problems in the definition of realism and

sentimentalism.
• Research and write a persuasive critical essay on realism and sentimentalism in American

literature, an essay that is carefully researched and aware of its relationship to previous
scholarship on these authors.

This course also aims to intensify students' proficiency in the skills at the heart of a liberal education: the
ability to reason, think critically, communicate effectively, and appreciate excellent writing and thinking.

Course Requirements

In-Class Work. Because one of our course goals is learning how to discu q qurstextsnk criticallg.
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