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Essay 1: Historical Analysis of an Early American Literary Text

Basic Assignment. Choose one of the early American texts on our reading schedule (anything
before or up to Phillis Wheatley on Sept 26th). What can we learn about American history or
culture of this time or period by studying this text? What does this text reveal about its own

their worlds.

What do you learn about Native cultures or early explorers or Puritan New England or the
Enlightenment or Revolutionary America or colonialism or slavery (and son) by readingor tsthe

Whawiveitau learfromor t  ext by developingoa cu leor tsis supported byhe

instance).

What-I'm-Looking-For. When I'm reading these papers, I'll be asking myself the following
questions:

• Does the paper explain how the select8999965 vealoeso us some interqueskinaspele of earlyng

Does it support that interpretation with well-chosen passages or direct references to the text?

• 




