






Let’s Introduce Ourselves 
 

Who are you? 



NNESTs  
Perceptions, Observations, and Strategies 

Abby Franchitti, Ph.D 
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The discussion 

Å The initiative 

Å The disappointment: 

 Survey feedback and comments 

Å















The obstacles 

 

 

 

Self perceptions 

 

 

 

Perceptions of others 







References 
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Anecdotes ?
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NNEST Survey in Middle 
East  







NNEST Survey in Middle East  
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NNEST Survey in Middle East  



 









Comparative Strengths of (N)NEST  

Advantages of NESTs 
 

Advantages of NNESTs 
 

Teaching listening and 

speaking, and interaction in 

class  

(Pacek, 2005) 

Provide appropriate learning 
strategies 

(Lasagabaster & Manuel -

Sierra, 2005; Mahboob, 2004) 

No apparent language 

difficulties (Reve & Medgyes, 

1994) 

Provide a thorough exam 

preparation (Benke & 

Medgyes 2005; Samimy & 

Brutt-Griffler, 1999) 



Comparative Strengths of (N)NEST  



(Dis)advantages of NNEST Label 
(adapted from Brady, 2009)  
Disadvantages of NESTs 

 

Advantages of NNESTs 
 

Demeaning 
(Comparing to the expression 













Anecdotes ? 

 

ÅWould you like to share  

 

Å Positive experiences? 

 

Å Negative experiences? 
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Examining Issues and 
Advocating for the 
Benefit of 
NNESTs/NESTs 















Student Views 

Å Stereotypes of Native Speakers 

ÅBlond-haired, blue-eyed, big-nosed 
is best 

ÅAlignment with Power 

 

ÅNice to have someone from your 
culture; not nice to have no-one. 

 





Cultural Knowledge�‡What is culture? Who knows more?�‡






