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and croplands (Figure�3). This is because soil moisture products representing the 0–100�cm layer will integrate 
subdued moisture dynamics in deeper layers not relevant to the functional rooting profile concentrated in the 
upper soil layers. Additionally, even woody plant species that exhibit deeper root water uptake (shrubs and trees; 
see Figure�3) frequently draw water nearer to the surface preferentially or temporarily within a given season. 
L-band soil moisture observations are still useful for these scenarios at least during certain times of the year.
















