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have deleterious consequences for investment in infrastructure and, in turn, frustrate the 
goals of the 1996 Telecommunications Act.  
 
The final two papers in this special issue represent the perspectives of the former 
chairpersons of two state regulatory commissions. Paul Vasington analyzes the interplay 
between economics and politics in regulatory decision-making as it pertains to the 
evolution of incentive regulation in the Massachusetts telecommunications marketplace. 
His analysis provides a candid, inside look at the challenges th


