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Professor Patricia Williams Named MacArthur Fellow  
 
 

Professor Patricia Williams, one of the most provocative 
intellectuals in American law, is one of 25 recipients of 
this year's MacArthur Fellowships, a "genius" award 
given annually by the John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation. An interdisciplinary legal 
scholar and public intellectual, Professor Williams will 
receive $500,000 over five years of "no strings attached" 
support.  

"Using the tools of literary and legal theory, Williams 
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columnist for The Nation.  

A MacArthur Fellowship, which is impossible to apply for, is one of the nation's most 
prestigious awards. There is no application or interview process, and first word of the 
award comes in the form of a phone call from the Foundation. "It is the first and only call 
we make to themhw p. first wbe life-changing," says Daniel J. Socolow, director of the 
Fellows Program.  

Several hundred people serve as nominators for the Fellows Program. These nominators, 


