
















Uptake rates of 15N by primary consumers in Lilleaa

were similar in macrophyte and non-macrophyte habi-

tats (Fig. 1). In macrophyte habiilaratenon-mhabi-





although Madsen & Cedergreen (2002) conclude that

vascular stream plants can satisfy their demand for

nutrients by leaf uptake alone, our study indicates that

even in nutrient-rich stream water macrophytes could be

using sediment nutrients. However, we did not samplevascular cvariou36.291-45s-45ce36.297-45J
0 -291-751.7(28.43fy)-



nutrient concentration and the role of macrophytes in

sedimentation (Sand-Jensen & Mebus, 1996) results in

tenfold higher FBON pools in Lilleaa.

Longer-term nitrogen retention

Our results strongly indicate that macrophytes play an

important role in the longer-term retention of N and thus

a decrease in net downstream transport during the

growth season compared to streams without macrophytes




