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THE ROLE OF PERIPHYTON IN PHOSPHORUS RETENTION IN SHALLOW

 

FRESHWATER AQUATIC SYSTEMS
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 ton tends to increase P retention and deposition. In

pilot-scale constructed periphyton-dominated wet-

lands in South Florida, about half of the inflowing

total P was removed.
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phosphorus flux: hydrodynamics

 

Advective transport is a key factor in how periphy-
ton assemblages acquire nutrients from the water col-
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and microbial communities (Richardson and Mar-
shall 1986). The pattern of epiphytes dominating P
uptake from the water column hal9R Ks dcumentedPuptakeby perpip-P
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water treatment system encouraged P precipitation
and led to increased efficiency; during lighted peri-
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