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would have been corrected had it been subjected to scien-
tific review before release. Ultimately, following exten-
sive peer review and public comment, the US
Environmental Protection Agency decided not to com-
plete the analysis because it would not contribute sub-
stantially to the resolution of the problem (www.epa.gov/
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nitrate concentration is linearly related to TN and
explains 80% of the variance between the two. Nitrate
values are about 0.5 mg L–1 less than TN values (Figure
1). However, only 30% of the variance in TP is predicted
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out as causes of hypoxia in the Gulf of Mexico. Thus, an
effort to control inputs of both nutrients to the




