
Celebration of the First Black Athlete at 
Kansas State University





BACKGROUND:
Kansas State University has been a leader in sports, since the late 1800’s, 
with many teams gaining remarkable attention over the past half 
century.  Most recently K-State was only one of three institutions to



K- State President Milton Eisenhower supported social justice.  He decided that K-
State would become the 1ST Institution to integrate collegiate athletics within the 
conference (formerly Big 7).
• Harold Robinson (despite not receiving a scholarship in 1949) enrolled and paid his expenses by washing dishes 

and mopping floors. 

• New head coach Ralph Graham granted Robinson a football scholarship in 1950.

• After K5



GENE WILSON – 1ST BLACK BASKETBALL PLAYER IN 
THE BIG 7











WOMEN'S TRACK & FIELD

Took first at 2014 NAIA Indoor National Championship in the pentathlon and 60 meter hurdles...Holds 



NCAA Outdoor Champion 











COMMITTEE MEMBERS

•



• Patrick Burt:  Vice President for Communications
   and Marketing
• Regina Bolin: K-





CAMPUS AND COMMUNITY TOURS:
Combine K-State Campus & Manhattan Tours 
Organize yearlong celebratory events with university 



MURAL/DISPLAYS/LANDMARK CONSIDERATIONS
• Include Harold Robinson in the K-





COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN:
Create Commemorative 75TH Anniversary News Article 
Extend invitations to living KSU enrollees, and/or surviving family members of the first 
Black KSU athletes.

 *




