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Director of Bands
Dr. Frank Tracz

Assistant Director of Bands

DrAlex Wimmerds
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2022-23 LEADERSHIP
DRUM MAJOR
Daniel Smith

ASST. DRUM MAJOR
Taton Bennett
Audrey Farrell
Tyler Long
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Forward March
Low Roll Step

•	 Heel hits the ground on the beat
•	 Roll all the way through so that 

every part of the foot touches 
the ground

•	 Pretend you are squeezing 
a tube of toothpaste on the 
ground

•	 Knees bend slightly with each 
step (not straight leg)

•	 Upper body stationary

High Step
•	 Thigh parallel to the ground
•	 Foot relaxed and dangling
•	 Do not stomp, use ball of foot to 

absorb impact with a smooth gait
•	
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Parades:
•	 Always guide right on straight lines
•	 For Turns:

•	 Guide INSIDE
•	 Take bigger steps on Outside, 

Smaller on Inside
•	
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What to Watch for and Focus on:
Key Signatures and Accidentals
•	 Anything outside the Ɉcomfort keysɉ (concert F, B-ɳat, E-ɳat) can 

cause problems. Catch them before they get to that point!
•	 Be ready to explain necessary alternate ɲngerings before the 

sectional takes place.
•	 Once those accidentals are addressed, TUNE THEM!

Time Signatures
•	 Constant or changing?
•	 ϥf it is in 6/8 or 12/8 be especially vigilant about accuracy. 
•	 Where does the pulse lie? Are we in Ɉ4ɉ or in Ɉ2?ɉ ϥn Ɉ3 or in 6?ɉ

Rhythm
•	 Is the section playing together?  Where is the problem?
•	 Can YOU play the part accurately?! Have your parts under your 

ɲngers before the rehearsal, as it sets a great example for your 
followers.

•	 Is your section releasing notes in rhythm? Remember that 
notes have a beginning, middle, AND end.

•	 Rhythmic accuracy AS A SECTϥON is often the barrier between 
mediocre bands and great bands.

Tone
•	

ϔ sÂc sC o3 oӿ ̾• 
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What to Watch For and Focus On:
Posture
•	 ϥs the section standing high and tall, or slouching?
•	 Is there any unnecessary tension in their bodies?
•	 Where are they placing their weight?
•	 Are they balanced, or does it seem like they might topple at 

any second?

Movement
•	 Watch for extraneous motions and quirks.
•	

•
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Marching Band Leadership Scholarships: Each Section Leader, 
Music ϥnstructor, Marching Maneuver, Assistant Section Leader 
receives signiɲcant scholarships from established endowments from 
band donors

Marching Pride Skelton Scholars: These awards are for senior (4th 
year) and junior (3rd year) members of the marching band. These 
scholarships are donated by supporters through an “adoption” 
program. The award is designed to reward longevity in the band and 
increase the upper class retention rate.

Rod Funk Memorial Scholarship: Rod Funk was a part of the KSU 
Marching Band for a number of years in the mid-1970Ʌs. He was 
also the president of Kappa Kappa Psi, and the president of the 
band while he was here. He was diagnosed with a hereditary heart 
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Most Inspirational Award: Awarded to the person who exempliɲes true extrinsic 
Mostd intrinsic motiv 
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