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Our Research: 
What Influences The Extent to Which the Business Ethics 

Course Changes Students’ Attitudes and Behaviors

• In general, there is relatively little influence on attitudes and 
behaviors directly attributable to taking the business ethics course.

• However, the amount of influence does vary across students.  That 
is, it does have an influence on some students.

• Effectiveness may vary according to:
– Intelligence (more effective for those who are more intelligent)
– GPA (more effective for those who have higher GPAs)
– Religiosity (more effective for those who are less religious)
– Machiavellianism (more effective for those who are low Machs)

• Can Teaching Ethics Actually Make People Less Ethical?
– High Machs



Where Do We Go From Here?

• Keep trying
• Determine which methods of instruction are most 
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