
ISSUES IN ETHICS: A NATURAL LAW APPROACH 
 
Below are some responses to Issues in Ethics that might come out of a natural law approach. They are presented it see 
if they help “make sense” of ethical decisions within a natural law process which has as its goal the enhancement of 
authentic human existence – personal and social - using the method of human reason.    
 
1)  A petition to end the death penalty is circulating in your state.  A friend is convinced that the death penalty is just 
punishment for serious crimes and has value as a deterrent to crime.  He asks you if you have any ethical objections to 
the death penalty as public policy.  What is your response? 
 
In natural law tradition, to go against the natural law is to act against the universal human good or to diminish authentic 
human existence. Good is defined as that which contributes to



 
3)  Your spouse is dying of liver disease.  There is no hope for a cure or for a transplant.  The dying process will drag 
out and potentially be very painful.  Kansas  has just made doctor assisted suicid




