


received from our family, religion, friends and the general legal, political and social 
culture. While many citizens sense an ethical or moral decay in modern American 





 
Given the urgency for making good ethical decisions and the number and importance of 
the major ethical issues facing us, what is 



 
The utilitarian option





Western civilization that there is an objective and universal justice which transcends any 



Civil Law and the Natural Law 







natural law is not simply a process of applying a storehouse of immutable principles to 
every conceivable human situation.  
 
We should also note that using reason, because it provides a common ground, is not as 
simple as it sounds.  When we “reason” we do so from a particular point of view or 
paradigm (a la Kuhn). We all have our own frame of re
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In such an atmosphere it is possible to learn from each other and in the end if we still 
disagree we know that we have searched together in good faith.  We are companions 
facing the mystery of human life an
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